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The Crulser Chostor, fastest of its cluss in the American navy, took part i the shelling and eapture of

Vera Crus.
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ABOUT FLETCHER

Career of the Rear Admiral Who

Took Vera Cruz.

YEARNED FOR SEA WHEN BOY

Forced to Remaln at an Exscutive
Desk During the Spanish War, He
Became an Expert on

Ordnance.

Chicago—While Admiral Flelicher,
who captured the city of Vera Cruz
Tuesday, has never resided in Chi
cago, he has been a frequent visitor
here st the home of hin brother, Thom-
an J. Fletcher, 6237 Cornell avenue.

The latter Ia treasurer of the Co-op
erative League of Chicago. J. Fletch
or, a son of the Chicago Fletcher, ls a
Neufbnant on Admiral Fletcher's flag-
ehip,

“We Fletchers do not gome of a sea-
faring breed,” said the clvllian Fletch-
er at his home. “On the conirary, we
are Iowa men and we should by all
rights have lived and died landlub-
bers. My brother I8 an admirsl now
becaure our representative in con
gress In Marshalltown, lowa, declded
he would 01l a vacaney at Annapolis
by holding & competitive examination,

“'"Tom,” sald my brother when he
saw the notice of the examination,
Twm golng to be a eallor. That's the
fife for me. 1 never thought of it be
fore, but 1 see now that I was meant
to be » hero of the deep’™

Leads In Examination.

He ontered the examination, Just as
he sald he would, and took first place
over 26 other boys. That waa in 1870
and he has been in the navy service
since

According to the Chicago Fletcher,
ft was oue of the bitterest dissppoint-
ments of the admiral's caresr when
he was compelled to remaln st an exec-
utlve desk In Washington during the
fipanish war. But the admiral, as the
result of that experience, became an
expert on ordnance.

“Secretary Long promised him that
it he would remain as aasintant chief
of the ordnance department until he
could get things in order, he could
have anything he wished. DHut be
fore his work was dope there the war
was over. You nee, the country was
totally unprepared for war and the
orduance department was placed un.
der a terrifie gtraln”

Invents Recoll Apparatus.

Admiral Fatcher had beon In the
pervice but a short time when he in
vented & reacoll apparatus for quick
firere. which has been In use ever
since. He also improvid the Farcot
hreech mechanism, thersby Insuring
the success of the system. Whereas
to open the breech of the big guns It
had been necessary before to depand
upon power from the engine-room,
the admiral's lmprovement made It
possible to move the huge blocks
with oo hand, As commander
of the torpedo boat Cushing the ad
miral, then Lieutenant Commander
Fetcher, conducted an Investigation
of the behavior of torpedoss and dis
covared many errors in rauge sod in
almost every inatance the correctness
of hls deductions wuas proved. He in
ragarded as one of the firat ordnanee
axperts of the nayy.

* Born In Oskaloosa.

“Admiral Flotcher” mald his kins
man In Chieago, “was born in Oaka-
looss, Nov, 23, 18656, He wus only
ffteon years old when he took tha
and entered Aunupolls.
brother was gradusted in J
ane

|
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and at the outbreak of the Spanish
war was A leutenant and bad at-
tracted attention by his knowledge of
ordnance.

"After the war he wan rellaved of
desk work at Washington and ordered
to sea. In March, 1804, he was pro-
moltod to the rank of commander nfter
having merved as commanding oMeer

aof the gunbodts Kanawala and Eagle,

Scoon after this promotion he was
made Inspector of ordnanee In chargs
of the torpedo station at Newport,
where he served not!l March 15, 1805,

“When he again went to sea It was
as ohlef of staff of the Asiatic Neel,
which position he gave up to take
command of the cruiser Raleigh. After
two more years at sea he was ordered
to the naval war college at Newporl.
and Inter he betame a4 member of the
special ordnance board,

“Iu 1908 he was mnde a captaln and
glven command of the battleship Ver-
mont, After leaving the Vermont he
became an aid on the staff of Secre
tury of the Navy George von 1. Meyer,
It waa during this service in October,
1911, that he achieved flag rank.*

May Succeed Badger.

Admiral Fletcher 18 regarded as n
probable successor of Rear Admiral
Badger as commander in chisf of the
Atiantle fleet, a promotion that wil
carry with it the honor of command:
ing the great United States flest that
will be the first to pans through the
Panamna canal when the waterway ia
opened to the ships of the world In
1915,

It wan immediately following the
nasassination of Prealdent Madero
that Admiral Fletcher was ordered to
Mexican waters

Enters Harbor In “Norther”

It will be recalled that Admiral
Fleteher in his frst cablegram record-
ing the nelzing of the custom-house at
Vera Croz sald that he commenced
operations In the face of an approach-
ing "norther.”

Tha followlng extract from & navy
text-hwok on navigution may explain
why Admiral Fletcheér acted without
undue delay In carrying out President
Wilson's orders:

“To attempt to run inte the harbor
(Vera Cruz) In & ‘norther' |s axtrome.-
Iy perilous, for it blows more power:
fully within than without the shoals,
No confldence ecan be placed fn an
chors and no assistanes can be given
from the ahore In case of nceldent ™

Admiral Fleteher when not at ses
resides at 1441 Massachusetts nvenue
Washington. He marrfed Miss Busan
Hunt Stetson in 1486, He is & mem:
ber of the Chovy Chaae and the Army
and Navy clubs o Washington,

How Belzure Order Was Glven,

Washington.—The story of how
Prealdent Wilson ordered the custom-
bouses at Vera Crus to be welzed has
beon revealed

The president had gone to bed Mon-
day nlght after having read his meon
sage to congroas. The senate wan do-
bating the jolnt resolution to approve
the use of the army and navy, and the
prosident hnd determined to withhold
action until the resclution passed, al
though feeling that In an emergency
the executive had amples authority to
mot.

At 4 o'cloek Tuesday morning See.
retary Bryan recelved a eablegram
from Cousul Cannda telling of the ap-
pronch of & German vessel with a
tremmandous cxrgo of ammunition for
Huyerta,

A number of lopomotives and many
cars were in readinems to rush the
armu to Mexico City.

Mr, Bryan telephoned Secretary Tu-
multy, who declded to awaken the
president. He telephoned the White
Houss, The servants were timid, but
Tumulty insisted. Finally the presl
dent came to the telephons, und while
Besretary Tumulty was explaining the
situation Secretary Danlels called up
and was pit on the same lina

He, tog had & dlapatch about the
smmuuition. Rear Admirsl Pletcher
had sent a wireless that 15,000,000
rounds of smmunition 200 ma-

- -
“What shall we do? asked Becre-
tary Danlels

“Tell Fletcher to selzs the custom-
house” replied the president without
hesitation.

“"Good, night” =ald the secretury.
Tha taléphone vonference ended and
in n few minutes wireloan dinpatches
were on thalr way to Rear Admiral
Metcher. He recelved the mennage at
10 o m., and an hour later Ameriean
murines had lunded and taken poesos-
elon of the cuctom house.

No War Tax for Six Months.

Washington. — The government's
finances are considered to be in ex-
cellent condition. The treasury off.
elnln Informed the house leaders that
there will be no occaslon - for six
months, at least, te worry about rals
ing & war revenue.

Chairman Underwood of the wWays
and means committee aald:

“No plans sre being considered for
ralaing & war fund. 1 have consulted
with the secretary of war and the sec
retary of the navy and they both as
pure me that the current appropria-
tions for the army and navy will be
sufficlent for the present needs See.
retary Danlels told me that It ‘'would
cost ne more to malotain the navy
and the marine corps in' Mexican wa-
ters than in the waters of the United
Statea.

“It wa are forced Into a prolonged
war with Mexico, which I do not be
lleve will happen, we can easily ar
range to ralse the revenue necessary
to finance it by the aame mensures as
waore taken during the Spaplsh-Amer.

GRAPHIC STORY
OF VERA CRUZ
Capture of Mexican City After

Two Days' Fight Presents
Vivid Picture.

VALOR OF OUR BLUEJACKETS

Warships Shelled Bulidings in Which
Mexican “Bnipers™ Had Taken Ref-
uge—Natives Burprised at Cour
teay of Amarican Troops.

Veran Crus, Mexico, April 24—
Twelve Americans were killed and
thirty wounded before the elty of
Veran Crox came into the undispuled
possedsion of the American inveding
forces after a twoday fight. Although
the Mexioans suffered more severely,
the number of thelr easusltios han pot
been ascertalned. The best estimates
obtalned by Capt Willlam R. Rush
of the battleship Florlda indleated
that in the engagements of Tuesday
and Wednesday thelr dead numbered
about one bundred and fifty, No per
son knows how many Mexicans fell
woutided, as many of them were taken
Away and hidden by friends.

In the streets mnbout the pinaa
Wedneaday afternoon Iay fifteen or
twonty bodles. a majority of them at-
tirad In citizen's clothing, Some of
the men avidently had been dead sines
the engagemont Tuesday and the
tropical heat made thelr immedinte
dispoual Imperative. One of the Nrst
orders given after the town had been
eaptured was to bury the Meziean
dend In a trench at the ses end of
ons of tha streets jeading from the
plazn

Gcores Are Taken Prisoners.

When the clly was taken Lthe arder
was given to advance carsfully and
search every building for men bearing
arme. Scores of prisoners were taken,
the majority of them protesting vol-
ubly—many hysterleally—that they
were not gullty of any unfriendliness
toward the Americans. Accustomed
a8 the Mexieans are to seslng thelr
own contending forces shoot imme.
dintely nll priconers taken, the cap-
tured men ecould not but belleve that
they would recelve no less drastie
trentment at the hands of the Amerl
eans. The guns found In houses were
thrown by the marines and blue-
fackets from the upper balconien to
the pavement below,

The most aplrited action was Me
taking of the naval academy. Anlde
from that fight, no definite, organized
opposition was encountered by the
Amorieans. A hot fire was poured
from the naval college, but & few
well directed shotes from tHe cruluers

the taracka < When fhe-eity prisan]
which faces the maln plass, was eap-
tured, Licutsnant-Oommander Huchan:
&n of the Florids made an Inspection
tour through 1t Thers was great sur-
prise among the Mexieans who had
gathered t:'j" that the prisoners
were not eadnd. They had boen
accustomed to woeing the victor sl
waya releasa prisoners and then (m-
pross them all into his army,
Chief Polles Caplured,

Chisf of Polies Antonlo Villa Vie-
cenclo was taken prisooer by the
Americans shortly afier they bad oe
aupied (he maln plass of the elty. It
wis suggested to bim that be con-
tinue (6 his ofMclal eapacity to direct
the city's protective aystem. He took
the guestion under advisement, Had
the frightensd mayor made up his
mind to dcceds to Admiral Metcher's
suggestion, which was made through
Consul Cannda, the Mexioans might
fiave beon spared the humiliation of
being foroed from thelr positions and
undoubtedly & number of lives would

WOMAN COULD
NOT SIT UP

not have been sacrificed
When Admiral Fetoher diredted
that battallions of bluejackets and ma-
rines be landed from Rear Admimml
HBadger's. ships before dawn and be
drawn up in the plaza before the rall-
road wstation, thence to proceed Lo
take the ontire town, he acted only
after warning and after 16 uhelis
from the Pralrie's threelnch guns had
been thrown into the steel framework
of the new market, which facea Mar
ket place, A perslstent but scsstered
fire came from rifles In the market
during all the early hours of the momn-
ing, and Admiral Badger's men land-
ed to the nccompaniment of rifie bul |
lets over thelr hoeads,
Uniforms Dyed With Rust, |
When the rush started Admiral Bad.
ger's bluslackets, oind In ornnge ool

trip down by dyelng white uniforms
wilh jron rust, moved in close column
formation up the water front, past

naval collego, a long, threa atory strue.
ture bullt of sdobe and having = tile
roof. Thevolumn moved steadlly for
ward untll the first company bad
pasaed beyond the college and the re
mainder were dcovering the whele front
close mgalnst the wall

Suddenly a spatter of rifle firing
broke out. Finshes from the rifles
were plalnly visible In the upper win-
down of the college and along the
roofe. The jackies stopd thelr ground
pluckily. Some of them huddisd close
to the wall to avold the raln of stegl
jucketed bullets from above, while oth-
ers dashed across & amall open space
directly in front of the building. Thess
biuefackets drapped on their stomachs
und lfted thelr rifles high to gel a
range on the windows above. Floally
the American officers hustled thelr
men elther forward or backward un-
til they were In the shelter of nearby

bulldings.
Men In Front Undaunted,
The jackies in front held thelir

pleces, however, and the Prairie sent

Chester. San Franclieo and Prairie
tore gaping holes |p the stone walls
and stlenced the rifle fire of the Mexi-
cans inside. The bluefackets then
| wers enabled to proceed with the task
they had in hand

Escape From Fight Cut Off,

lean war The extraordinary (axes
then imposed increased the revenues
of the government approximately
$100,000000 a wyear, and the same

taxen applied today would yleld gven |

& larger return.”

Thers was talk of A new lasus of
$200,000,000 of bonds out of the au
thoriged 1ssus of §240.000.000 Panams
canal bonds, which are atill in the
tressury, but Secretary MeAdoo au
thorized the statement that no such
action waa planned. The bonds are
avallable at any time and can be |s
aued at the pleasure of tha president
without any further action by con
ETess.

1t was polnted out that President
Wilson has authority under s section
of the Payne.Aldrich met of 1808,
which has not been repealed by the
Underwood tariff act, fo ralse $450.-
000,000 from bond 1ssuen, If neceanary,
to defray the expenses of war. Un.
der sectlon B9 of the PayneAldrich
act, the secrutary of the treasury van
ane $250,000,000 of the bonds “to re
goup thae treasury for moneys usad In
the bullding of the Panama eanal”
which have nover heen lasued

Wilson Could Ralse $200,000,000.

Under mection 40. almo. the mecre
tary can lssne ¥ per cent bonds up to
$200,000,000, it belng specified that he
may take wuch action if he deema it
nacensnry. The sectlon of the law per-
mitting the secretury of the tregsury
to ralss $200,000000 for emergenclies,
rioads as follows:

“That seatlon 32 of ths set providing
ways anl means to mest war sxpend!
tures, approved June 31, 1888 (the so-
called Bpanish war stamp act), be and
the sumn In hereby amended to read
aE follows

“That the seerelary of the treasury
fs suthorized to borrow from tmae to
time at & rate of interest not exeeed-
ing 3 per centum per annum, such
sum or sums as, In his Judgment, may
bo necessary to meel public expendl-
turen. and to issae therefor cerufl-
cates of Indeblednass in such form as
he may prescribe and In denoming-
tions of §60 or multiples thereaf, and
oach certificate shall be payable with
the Interest mcorued therson st such
time, not exceeling one year from the
dute of imsus, au the secretary of the
treasury may prescribe; provided,
that the sum of such certificates out-
standing shall st ho time excesd $200
000,000 and the provisions of existing
law respecting counterfeiting and oth.
or fraudulent practises are heroby ex-
tonded o the bonds and cartficates
of Indebledness acthorized by this
por” ‘ :

Despite the shelllng it had recelved
Tuesday, a squad of soldiers continyed
to give conulderable trouble to the
Amsrieans from the battered
Juarez tower. After they had been
sllenced and removed from the towar
it was discovered thal the soldiers
had continued fighting for lack of
ability to do anything else  The shells
from' the warahipe Tuesday had torn
away the stalrway in the tower and
the men had besn cormpelied to remain
In A

Appeal From Aged Mexican,

Colneldent with the orders for the
| general advance of the Americans an
aged. white-halred Mexican, carrying
[ the white flag of truce, came down &
streel from the ocenter of the olty.
Ha ecarried a letter to the chief of po-
lice. the oniy authority he hoped to
reach, and desired Consul (ranads to
read It
the chief of police to call off the
| snlpers and provent the bombardment
ha belleved would follow f they con
tinned thelr exeoution

Even befors the messenger had
elimbed the stalrs inte the consul's
office Capt, Rush was informed of the
contenta of the note he bore and |m
madiately sounded “cease firing” and
“halt” Put It was too Inte. The

itne and it was not conwidered wise
Lo mttempt further measures to etop
. The commanders ordered Lhelr
men forward at double quick, which
thay carried out with a vigor that
afterward gave tham ithe elly.
Evidences of War.

Blood bespattersd sidewalks, broken
windows and bullet-acarred walls gave
tha plavg o grewsoma aspect.  Within
the Diligencia Hotel thers were forty
Amerioans, most of them womsn, who
had been there since the commence-
ment of hostilities. When the square
whs taken they were Immediately no-
tifled that they might go on the Span-
ishh erulser Carlon V. oulside the
hreakwater In order to glve the Prairie
reom to fire ber gune, The Spanish
commander refused, saying that he
darsd not manouver his beat in mso
smnll o space at night. He also de-
¢lared that he nesded to lake on &
supply of fresh water. Admiral
Wletcher insisisd yesterday that his
order be carvied out, and the Carloa
V., moved oufalde Just Lefrrs the wt-
track on the center of the glty began.

Amerigsus were In undisputed pos-
sesnlon of all the ity except the
southwast quarter, in which the bar
racky are pituated, and & fow oullying
districts, At poon they had taken

Henlto |

It was an usgent appeal to |

acllon had boon begun all along the |

At 1008 Wednssday v ruing the

ored ¢lothing, made for them on the |

the market and across the front of the |

mend it to sulfering women.”'
Daughter Helped Also,

lke, " —Mrm. REna Bowman, 161 8, 10th
Street, Ironton, Ohio.
Why will women continue to suffer
in and day out and drag out a sickly,
fou:thof tb:'j:y of Hiving, wien they
k , When
can find bealth in d? Pinkham's
Vegetable Com 1
if haye the slightest doubt
that Lydia B Pinkbam's Vepata:
ble Compound will help you, write
to Lydia E.Pinkham Medicine Co.
(confidentinl) Lynn, Mass., for ad-
ce. Your lel.‘gr. r will be opened,
read and answered by a woman
and held in strict confidence.

Titta Ruffo's Important Views.

A plecs of tnked mpcaronl irying
o stand upright. That is the deft
tion of the modern Ametican womnn
glven o & Denver newspaper reporter
by Titta Ruffo of the Chicage Grand
Opera company,

“It sos like o piece of cooked maca-
ronl making effort to stand upright,”
he sald with an alr of disguat. “in
Eetaly the women nre beeg. Only
hoog women are boeautiful,

“The Amerienn woman s very chie
and It s good for her tc be & suffra-
gotte, It Is nice for womnn to rule
In Eotaly it {5 not

mnn In America.
#0 nlce."

Constipation causes apd meriously aggr-
vates many disenses. It s thoroughly cured
by Dr. Pierce's Pollets. Tiny sugarcoated
granules, Ade

shell after shell from her three-inech
| battery Inte the windows of Lhe col

lege: huge columns of red dust leaped
| upward as each shot wunt home, The
|1‘lu-ul,u_-r also jolned in, and with &

rour her six-inch shells tore great gaps
in the roof of the college. Far to the
right of the harbor the mine ship San
Fruonciseo opened with her fOve-loch
guns, and, taking the front of the col
lege, shot out window after window,
planting the ahells with the preclsion
of target practise.

After 16 minutes of fAring the Pra)-
rie and the San Francleco censed and
the column of jackles formed aguin
and pushed abead, deploying arcond
the froot of the college. A few shots
wers directed at them, but none came
fraom the college. Tho Chaster contin-
ued hurling shells into any bullding in

which unipors lurked and also far out
|

| Into the suburbs

The jacklies went ahead without ful-
tering, spreading oul through the wa-
terfront sectione, selslog the high-
nst bulldiogs and organiging squuds of
guards at strest intersections,

The fire along the front gradually
wlackened mod then died out, but the
Chester sent s fow ahots into the
| nilly before ceasing. The Haocook,

with 700 marines oo board, and the
| ‘battlestilp Michignn arrived too late
to participate in the fightiog

Wounded and prisoners wore (aken
aboard the Pralrie until the arrival of
the Solace, aboul noan.

Vera Crux Thoroughly Cowed,

Conditlens In Vera Crus began to
take on & pormal aspect Thursday
Some of the restauranta wers opuned
and a considerable part of the native
pepulation began to appear In the
streety Inspecting the damage done
There wure no expresslons of good
will for the Americans, but there was
Bo Apparest antagonlsm The Mexi
cans here seem tharoughly cowed and
sppoar to necept with passiveness the
preasnce of the foreign foroes,

SENATORS OFFER_ TO ENLIST

Fall,

New Mexico, and Bheppard,
Texan, Tenter Bervices
Washinglon.—Senators Fall of Naw
Mexico and Bheppard of Texas have
written the presldent offering thely
sorvices iu the operations ugalnst
Mexico, Senator Weeks of Massachu
solta already had volunlsered.
Senntor Fall wrote that he waa
roady 1o resign from the senate and
go to the fromt
Benator Willlams of Missinsippl, whe
made & spesch (n the sensts Tunsday
oppoalng war with Mexico, had writ
ten Lo the president making thst his
son, Robert Webb Willlams, be ap
pointad ® wecond Ueutenant In the
voluntlesr servioe. ]
Al offers have been sent Lo the was
dspartiment

What He Wanted,
"Ny wile lnslsts on having a Aying
mnehine"”
“We have mome that are perfectly
safe, 8ig.”
"Have you one that wi'l Ny at sa
altitude of about ten inches?™

Makes the lnundress happy—that’s Red
Cross Hag Blue, Makes beautiful, clear
white clothes. All good procers. dv.

Correct.

"Ah” he sald rapturously, as they
danced, "I feel a8 though 1 were glid-
ing on valvet” “You are,"” sha raplied,
taking o tighter grip on her mkirt—
New York World.

——— = —_— —

Housework Is a Barden

It's bard encugh to keep house if in
perfect health, but a woman who is
weak, tired and suffering {rom an aching
back has a heavy burden:

Aoy woman in this condition has good
cause tosuspect kidoey trouble, especial-
ly if the kiduey action seems disordered

Doan's Kidoey Pills have cured thun-
sands of suffering women, Jt's the best
recoinmended special kidoey remedy

A NORTH DAKOTA CASE

a Mra ;: 4. Tyler,
"ﬂ;:&" wndie, N, D, sare
| fure Thils & “For yoars 1 had
Moty kidney trouble My
feet and limbe

(o walied and |

hoouldn't alesp mare

B/ thnn two hours al «

tme  In (ha mors
iak 1 wes all worn
My bank was
and I haed
aing when |

Doan's Kid-
nay Pllls havs re-
H;uu'd sl this trog-
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